From: Dave Swaney [mailto:drswaney@atlanticbb.net] 
Sent: Saturday, December 22, 2012 9:53 AM
To: Diane Miller
Subject: Re: VIM trip to Nicaragua/Swaney
Buenos Dias, Diane!

    
So, here is a short run-down on what we did in Nicaragua.

11/26 – Arrived at 9pm and spent the night with Rich M.

11/27 – Did some shopping for VBS materials on the way to Condega. checked into Hotel and ate.

            Arrived at church in Condega for the evening service and had dinner with Pastor & family.

11/28 – Had VBS for children (morning and afternoon sessions) and inspected work done by local workers on the 10 ft high concrete wall in front of church.  Shopped for food, supplies & gifts for a “mini-mission” trip with members of the Condega congregation the next day.

11/29 – Accompanied some of the Condega members up into the mountains to a tiny village called Rancho Grande.  We had a service, sang, served them a meal, had a piñata for the kids (about 15) and distributed gifts to them, handed out bags of rice and beans and some used clothing.  It was an honor to help the Methodists of Condega do this service project!
11/30 – Had VBS for the children in the morning then had a Christmas celebration during which we handed out bags of gifts to about 50 children/youth.  In the evening the congregation had a farewell service for us, which was very moving.  My husband shared his testimony of his battle with cancer and it really affected the Pastor’s wife!  She shared that she had been thinking of leaving her family because of their living conditions (they live in the back of the church) and all the stress she is under – but after hearing all that Dave went thru and how he depended on God – she was convicted to stay and work thru it all!!  Praise God!
12/1 – Left to return to Managua and did some sight-seeing there.

12/2 – Went to the Roberto Clemente Methodist Church in a suburb of Managua and led their Sunday School until noon.  Then ate and did some more sight-seeing.

12/3 – Left for home!

There were 4 of us – my husband and myself and 2 other ladies from our cluster of churches in Bradford.  We spent about 120 hours in service and $2745.35 directly benefitting the church at Condega and the other Methodist churches there (IGLEMEN).  We also left $2877 for the continued construction of a kitchen and 2 classrooms being built behind the Condega church.

Hope this gives you an idea of how our trip went!!
Merry Christmas to you and yours!!

Andie <><

